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Assessment Topic/Scope:  (define here; e.g., PIV/CVC)

Collect EHR 
flowsheet 

observations/
assessments & 
answers/values 

Add assessment 
questions and 

answers to 
spreadsheet

Are all  
assessment 
questions/

answers 
included?

Is each 
assessment 

concept unique 
and 

nonambiguous?

Group “like” 
concepts  

Are the answers/
values congruent 
with observation 

questions?

NO YES
Develop and review 
assessment concept 

definitions 

Is the 
assessment a 

published scale* 
(instrument)?

YES

NO

YES

Define unique 
concepts

NO

Remove answers/
values that are not 
congruent with the 

assessment question

NO

YES

Present in 
LOINC?

YES

Add LOINC Code to 
spreadsheet

NO

Add details for 
terminology group 

to code 

*Note:  
Observations and 

values for published 
scales are 

exclusively in LOINC.

Add SNOMED CT 
Code and FSN to 

spreadsheet

Present in SNOMED CT 
clinical findings or situation 

with explicit context 
hierarchy?

YES

This is where we evaluate the value set and 
determine if the answers are postcoordinated and 

semantically consistent. For example expiratory 
wheezes for breath sounds precoordinates breathing 

pattern AND the breath sound. We would need to 
create two observation concepts (breath sounds AND 

breathing pattern) and decompose the answer.

This is where the terminology group comes in for 
mapping. The process will be iterative because they 

will have questions as well. 
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