
Loss of Information from SNOMED-CT to ICD-10 Mapping

Acute bronchitis with obstruction5875001

Acute tracheitis 26650005

Code: J20.9

“Acute 
bronchitis, 

unspecified”

ICD-10

Code J20.9 is also recorded in 
ICD-10 for any patient under the 
age of 15 who has acute 
bronchitis, including tracheitis 
bronchitis or catarrhal bronchitis. 

SNOMED-CT

Acute inflammation4532008

Morphology

Acute inflammation4532008

Morphology

Tracheal structure44567001

Site

Bronchial structure5875001

Site

Disorder

Disorder

ICD-10 groups 
different 
concepts in a 
“catch-all” 
classification.
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Sources: 
Using Bronchitis as a valid mapping issue, if patient’s age is less than 15, J20.9 is used, NLM,  “Mapping SNOMED CT to ICD-10 Technical Specifications”, page 19, https://www.nlm.nih.gov/research/umls/mapping_projects/snomedct_to_icd10cm_tech_spec_20120614.pdf 

Defining when “unspecified” ICD10 codes should be used, “ICD 10 Official Guidelines for Coding”, CDC, https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/icd/data/10cmguidelines-FY2019-final.pdf, page 10

ICD-10 specification for J20.9, ICD10data.com, https://www.icd10data.com/ICD10CM/Codes/J00-J99/J20-J22/J20-/J20.9 

SNOMED specification: https://browser.ihtsdotools.org/?perspective=full&conceptId1=5875001&edition=en-edition&release=v20180731&server=https://browser.ihtsdotools.org/api/v1/snomed&langRefset=900000000000509007

https://browser.ihtsdotools.org/?perspective=full&conceptId1=26650005&edition=en-edition&release=v20180731&server=https://browser.ihtsdotools.org/api/v1/snomed&langRefset=900000000000509007


SNOMED background, SNOMED, https://www.snomed.org/snomed-ct/five-step-briefing
ICD-10 background, AAPC, https://www.aapc.com/icd-10/icd-10.aspx
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